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LǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳƴƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǎƴƻǿ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌƛǘǳŀƭǎ to which we turn 
this time of year. 
 
Driving home the other day, top down, inexplicably did my mind turn to the time not so long ago when 
Ann and I would load ourselves and our big dog into our big truck and drive about seventy-five miles to a 
Christmas tree farm and cut down a big tree. Before heading home, we would stop for dinner in a 
DŜǊƳŀƴ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ hƴŎŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǿŜΩŘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ 
the snow to melt off the tree and somehow it fell to me (the quest for equality in all things having its 
limits) to take an inordinate amount of time placing a large number of lights on its many branches. 
ά¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΗέ ŀǎ ¢ŜǾȅŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ άCƛŘŘƭŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƻƻŦΣέ ƛǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΦ 
 
These days, the truck is long gone and we have a small house and a small dog, no snow and a little tree 
that came with the lights attached. Those were the days, I thought to myself, the top down, the wind in 
Ƴȅ ƘŀƛǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀ ǘŀŘ ǘƻƻ ǿŀǊƳΣ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ hŎŜŀƴ ƛƴ ǾƛŜǿΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴing, you understand, 
but the old traditions break through anyway. 
 
Well, so be it. We adapt our traditions as time and circumstances and even the whims of the moment 
may dictate, but some things fall in the realm of the sacred, and so maybe what matters is not so much 
the precise shape our traditions and rituals take from year to year but how they function, or more to the 
point, how they connect the past and the present: What we did and who was there and why does it still 
matter and especially how will it help us to prepare to receive the One who is, after all, the reason for 
the season. 
 
{ǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǎ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōƭŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ 
catalogs for letting the season play with our hearts and minds for 
two whole months, so it must be pretty important in its own right, 
how we come together as family and friends and worshiping 
communities. We light candles and plug in trees; we unpack and 
handle trinkets and treasures that adorn our homes for these few 
weeks; we eat too much and, sometimes, drink too much; we 
complain about the crowds and fret about what to get; truth be 
ǘƻƭŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳǳŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎτlike 
getting old, Christmas is not for the faint of heart. 
 
And then it comes to us, the wonder and mystery of it all, the wonder of how we got here,  in this world 
ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 
for the season. 
 
So, in the coming weeks, enjoy the rituals and traditions that give shape to your holiday season and 
where the connections take you, 
Rich 



Earth Care Ministry Report  
 

No Choice, No Change 
By Ruth Ann Angus 

 

For those of us interested in the best for the environment, things look grim. However, we have the 
ability to create change. It is an election year and we have choices. One of those choices is to make sure 
we go to the polls and vote. 
 

Voter apathy is listed by some as the reason we are living through a time where it appears that all the 
good laws passed for helping the environment are being discarded. I had a neighbor who was so 
incensed that people did not turn out to vote their choices in the 2016 election process, he literally set 
himself on fire. Now, no one recommends going to those lengths, but it is a serious thing to think about 
when someone WOULD go to those lengths. For him, it was beyond what he could accept that people 
did not vote. I gave a lot of thought about him when that occurred because I thought he was protesting 
the election of our current President. It was rather revealing to find out what was his actual reasoning. 
Disturbing to say the least because he was probably on to something. 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
spectrum, you have a responsibility to make a choice. Granted, the choices are not always wonderful, 
but we still need to make them.  
 

I am always disturbed when people use the word dilemma instead of the word problem. Dilemma 
means a choice between two equally less than desirable outcomes. Anything else is a problem. (Please 
excuse me for the English grammar lesson ς L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǘΦ L ǇŀƛŘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ-grade grammar 
class.) We had a dilemma in 2016. We still have a dilemma. Does that mean we should sit on our hands 
and do nothing? 
 

We must make choices in life. Some of those choices are who to place in various governmental offices 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƭŀǿǎ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 
issues that end up on our ballots because someone or a group decides to obtain enough signatures on a 
petition to place the issue on the ballot. Many of these issues are not well thought out or well 
researched. Some are though. However, we are a government by representation and that means when 
there is an issue that the public feels strongly about we go to our representatives to start the process of 
having that person or persons write that into a bill to be decided by either Congress or any state or local 
assembly. Should our representatives not live up to this process for us, we can make a choice and vote 
them out. 
 

! ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
deal of the time the group clamoring for the issue does not have enough money 
to carry out full scale advertising campaigns on TV and the opposition ALWAYS 
has the money to do so and sways the public in their favor. Utilizing the 
representative process does work. It might be slower. It might even take a bit 
more work on the part of the public interacting with their representatives. And 
ultimately that process only works at the ballot box with our choices. 
 

No change if no choice! Please vote on November 6th 



 

 
 

 Birthdays      Anniversaries  

 
Kay Pinniger  17 
Marilyn Dever  18 
Eleanor Marchand  20 
Joan Hintz  27 

    

    

PRAYERS FOR: 
Ȱ%ÁÒÔÈ #ÁÒÅ Ministries έ 

 

HEALING PRAYERS FOR: Military  of Our Church 
Richard & Gayle Woods   Josh Bigbee  

Jean Johnson  Nathan McAdams 

Ruth Ann Angus        

Jim Johnson TravelerΩs  

Wilda Byng  Kay Pinniger  

Izabel Stuart  Marilyn Dever  

Phyllis Balsano  Pat & Tom Mangione  

Claudia Foster   
Carol (Betty R. sister) 
Bev (friend of Pat)     
  
 
      

Refugees ɀ KayΩs Sunday School Class ɀ Peace in  the World  
Growth  for  our  Church ɀ Opportunities  to Share Our Faith  ɀ  

Victims of Gun Violen ce



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2018   
Nov. 4 ς Dec. 2  Salvation Army Christmas Toy Drive 
Dec. 3 & 4   Prado Meal prepared and served 
Dec. 9    Christmas Dinner & Talent Show 
 
 

Next Prado Meal 

Please sign-up to help at the next Prado Meal December 3 & 4. 

We really need your help.  

Take a look ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ƴƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ tǊŀŘƻ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ όŦǊƻƳ aƻǊǊƻ .ŀȅύ 

 

 
 
 

Prayer Group 

Everyone is welcome to join us at 9:30 every Wednesday. 

We pray together for worldly and personal concerns. 
Please let us know if you have a prayer request. 

 



 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL  

For the Advent Season, each Church family will be given a copy of this book. 

Advent begins December 2. The books will be handed out as soon as they arrive. 

 

 

 
Open yourself to the divine chaos and wonder that Advent brings. 

 

Join young Mary as she experiences the surprise, confusion, fear, anticipation, and blessing that follows her 
brave response to God's call: "Here am I, Lord." Listen carefully, and you may hear that call in your own life. 

 
Best-selling author and minister Carol Howard Merritt leads us on a remarkable Advent journey with the 
blessed ordinary girl who becomes the holy and revered Mother of God. From the first Sunday of Advent 
through Christmas Day, each daily devotion includes a scripture verse, a reflection, and a prayer. I Am 

Mary also features an Advent candle lighting service--a great liturgy for that special moment as you light the 
candles of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace, and the Christ candle at the center of the Advent wreath and our lives. 

 

ϞϞϞ 
 
 

SALVATION ARMY TOY DRIVE at CHURCH  
Nov. 4 ς Dec. 2 
New, unwrapped toy(s) needed.  
Toys will be taken to Salvation Army on Dec 6th. 
 
Please deliver toys to MinisterΩs office. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
CRAFTS 
 
A big thank you to everyone who helped with the Jewelry & craft sale. 
We brought in $1,019 which will be divided between The SLO Food Bank, CASA, & Wilshire 
Hospice. 
 
Please join us Wednesday the 31st at 10am to help put away Jewelry & crafts and get 
organized next year. 
 
Crafts will resume after the first of the year.  

 

 

ϞϞϞ 

November / December Upper Room is now available 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



People of Faith for Justice  
Encourages your attendance   

at this important immigration event  

presented by  

Allies for Immigration Justice  

(a Working Group of PFJ)  
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Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

. . . . 1 2 3 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Turn clocks 

back  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 
 

Birthday Sunday  
 

Toy Drive begins  
 

Food Collection  

 
 
 

 
Elections 

 
Prayer  
9:30 am 

 

 
 
 

  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
 

 
±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

 
 

 
 

 
Prayer  
9:30 am 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
        

 
Board Mtg. 

  
 

Prayer  
9:30 am 

Elders Mtg. 
2 pm 

Choir Practice  
3 pm 

 

 
 
Thanksgiving 

 

  

25 26 27 28 29 30 . 

 
Choir 

Performance  

 
 
 

  
Prayer  
9:30 am 

 

 
 

 
 

  

. . . . . . . 
 
 

      

       



 

 

October  Activities  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 


